THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  CO 
OF  BLOKE  HEATH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1907. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Blore  Heath. 
Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  annual 
report  upon  the  health  of  your  district  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1907.  The  death- 
rate  was  13.3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation. This  is  practically  the  same  as  the 
average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The 
birth-rate  of  19.5  per  1,000  is  the  lowest  on 
record  for  the  District.  There  was  no  out- 
break of  dangerous  infectious  disease  during 
the  year. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

The  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Blore  Heath 
has  an  area  of  upwards  of  13,660  acres,  and 
comprises  the  three  parishes  of  Ashley,  Muckle- 
stone,  and  Tyr-ley.  The  parishes  of  Muckle- 
stone  and  Tyrley  include  some  very  fertile, 
highly-cultivated  land,  but  as  these  parishes 
rise  towards  that  of  Ashley  the  land  becomes 
poorer  in  quality.  At  Ashley  begin  the  moor- 
lands of  Staffordshire,  the  Southern  extremity 
of  the  Pennine  range.  Ashley  Heath  is  up- 
wards of  750  feet  above  sea  level,  and  is  the 
highest  cultivated  table  land  in  England.  The 
trend  of  the  drainage  of  the  district  is  for  the 
most  part  westward  to  the  River  Tern,  except 
the  eastern  portion  of  Ashley  parish,  which  is 
drained  by  tributaries  of  the  River  Sow.  The 
springs  forming  the  source  of  the  Market  Dray- 
ton Water  Company's  supply  are  situate  in 
the  Burnt  Woods.  The  mains  run  through 
the  fields  upon  which  the  battle  of  Blore 
Heath  war*  fought  in  1459. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. — The  population  of  the  dis- 
trict estimated  to  the  middle  of  1907  was  2,095. 
The  natural  increase  of  population  (that  is,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths)  was  only  13.  At 
the  census  of  1901,  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  was  466,  with  an  average  of  4.5  persons 
per  house. 

MARRIAGES. — Twelve  marriages  were  regis- 
tered during  the  year. 

BIRTHS. — Forty-one  births  were  registered, 
of  which  two  were  illegitimate.  The  birth- 
rate was  19.5  per  1,000.  This  is  the  lowest 
birth-rate  for  the  district  that  has  ever  been 
recorded.  The  average  rate  for  the  preceding 
ten  years  was  24.9  per  1,000. 

DEATHS. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  district  during  the  year  was  27,  and  one 
resident  died  in  an  institution  outside  of  the 
district,  making  the  total  deaths  28,  and  giving 
an  annual  death-rate  of  13.3  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  average  death-rate 
for  the  previous  ten  years  was  13.4  per  1,000. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS.— Of  the  28 
deaths,  half  the  number  attained  the  age  of 
65  and  upwards;  one  reached  97.  Eight  deaths 
were  certified  as  due  to  Heart  disease,  four  to 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  three  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  (Consumution).  One  death  only 
was  due  to  Cancer.  There  was  one  premature 
birth,  and  one  accidental  death  by  drowning. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.— Only  two  infants 
under  one  year  died  during  the  year,  showing 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  48.7  per  1,000 
births.  The  average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten 
years  was  103  per  1,000  born. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— There  was  no 
serious  outbreak  of  notifiable  infectious  dis- 
ease in  any  part  of  the  district  during  the 
year.  Only  five  cases,  viz.,  two  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  one  each  of  Diphtheria.  Erysipelas, 
and  Enteric  Fever,  were  notified  in  the  whole 
district.  The  case  of  Diphtheria  proved  fatal. 
Mucklestone  schools  were  closed  on  16th  Janu- 


ary,  and  Knighton  schools  on  14th  May,  for 
one  month  each,  in  consequence  of  the  preva- 
lence of  Whooping  Cough  among  the  children. 

VACCINATION. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  of  Vaccina- 
tion in  your  district  for  the  year  1907.  Forty- 
one  children  were  born  and  registered;  of 
these,  25  were  vaccinated  successfully,  3 died 
unvaccinated,  the  vaccination  of  one  was  post- 
poned by  medical  certificate,  10  were  not  of 
age  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  two  remain 
unvaccinated  in  consequence  of  the  parents’ 
conscientious  objections  to  vaccination. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE 
WORKING  CLASSES.  — The  housing  accom- 
modation in  the  district  is  ample,  and  es- 
pecially as  the  population  is  steadily  decreas- 
ing. The  cottages  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  Instances  of  unsanitary 
states,  or  unfitness  for  habitation  are  reported 
to,  and  dealt  with,  by  the  Council. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — This  is  derived  chiefly 
from  draw-wells,  pumps,  and  shallow  wells. 
The  village  of  Aston  has  a public  water  sup- 
ply. I have  analysed  four  samples  of  pump 
well  water,  and  found  all  of  them  to  be  un- 
safe to  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. — 
The  administration  of  this  Act  in  the  district 
is  very  limited,  as  there  are  only  a few  work- 
shops and  one  small  cheese  factory. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS 
ORDER  (1886). — The  regulations  of  this  Order 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  came 
into  force  on  1st  May,  1907. 

NUISANCES,  ETC. — A table  containing  a 
summary  of  the  work  done  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  during  the  portion  of  the  year  he 
has  been  in  office,  is  affixed  to  this  report. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  MACQUEEN,  M.D. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  done  in 
tlie  Nuisance  Inspector's  Department  during 
part  of  the  year  1907,  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Blore  Heath: — 
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Dwelling-houses  and 

Schools : 


Foul  Conditions  

8 

3 

2 

Structural  Defects  

9 

6 

Overcrowding  

3 

2 

Dairies  and  Milkshops... 

6 

5 

3 

Cowsheds  

6 

4 

1 

Canal  Boats  

1 

Ashpits  and  Privies  

14 

9 

6 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

Manure  

20 

12 

8 

Water  Closets  

1 

1 

House  Drainage: 

Defective  Traps  

17 

10 

5 

No  Disconnection  

5 

5 

1 

Other  Faults  

47 

35 

17 

Water  Supply  

30 

27 

8 

Pigsties  

12 

8 

4 

Other  Nuisances  

17 

11 

5 

196 

138 

60 

Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  4 

Do.  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use  4 


Precautions  Against  Infectious  Disease : 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  2 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  2 


(Signed)  HUGH  JONES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


March  23rd,  1908. 


